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APFSCIL 

(www.apfscil.org.uk) 

Meeting 388 
Monday 3 August 2015 @ 7:30PM 

At The HORSESHOE, 24 Clerkenwell Close, EC1R 0AG, T020 7253 6068. 
 Nearest tube & mainline station is Farringdon 

P = Present   X = Absent   A = Apologies 

A Aberdeen P Exeter City A Plymouth Argyle 

P Barrow P Gillingham P Rangers 

P Blackburn Rovers A Heart of Midlothian A Rotherham United 

P Blackpool X Hibernian X Scunthorpe United 

X Bolton Wanderers A Hull City X Shamrock Rovers 

X AFC Bournemouth X Ipswich Town A Sheffield Wednesday 

P Brighton & Hove Albion P Leicester City X Southampton 

A Bristol City X London Scottish X Stoke City 

P Burnley P Manchester City P Sunderland 

X Cardiff City A Manchester United P West Bromwich Albion 

X Celtic P Mansfield Town   

A Chester A Middlesbrough A Football Rep 

P Coventry City X Newcastle United   

X Derby County P Norwich City   

X Everton P Nottingham Forest   

 
Top Table: Kevin Wells, Chairman (Leicester), Neil Le Milliere, Secretary & Travel Secretary 
(Exeter), David Cross, Vice-Chairman (Mansfield) and Roger Pyne, Minutes Secretary 
(Exeter). 
 
Meeting Opened: 19:35 
 
1 Apologies for Absence: Sue Choularton, Chester; Paul Beckett, Sheffield Wednesday; 
Liz Cocks, Webmaster (Blackpool); Paul Ashbridge, Hull; Mark Joannes, Plymouth; Chris 
Learmouth, Hearts; Chris Turner, Darts Secretary (Rotherham); David Richardson, 
Middlesbrough; Paul Morrison, Aberdeen; Steve O’Brien (Manchester United); Christian 
Wallett (WBA); Mark Cooke, Bristol City; Terry Cecil, Football Secretary (Manchester City). 
 
2 Attending for First Time: There were no new attendees. 
 
3 Approval of the Minutes from Meeting 387 
3.1 The minutes were approved by the meeting. 
 
4 Matters arising from Meeting 387 not covered elsewhere 
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4.1 9.4 No matters arising from the minutes have been raised prior to the meeting and none 
were raised at the meeting. 
 
5 Chairman’s Report:  
5.1 The Chairman had nothing to report other than to say that he hoped everyone had 
enjoyed the summer break. 
Kevin Wells, kwells@gwc-accountants.co.uk 
 
6 Secretary’s Report:  
6.1 Jon Goddard, Norwich, has brought to my attention that Maurice Sills, who won our 
Supporter of the Year award eight years ago, reached another massive milestone recently on 
the 28/7, his 100th birthday. As we might expect Maurice is as active as ever. The meeting  
raised a happy birthday toast to this remarkable supporter and man. 
 
6.2 Steve Moon (Nottingham Forest) relayed the sad news that a stalwart of Nottingham 
Forest, and regular on the APFSCIL scene, Ron Roulton, has sadly passed away. Steve 
thanked Monica Hartland (Stoke) and others who had expressed condolences. Ron was a 
good friend to the London Branch of Forest and to APFSCIL. The meeting as a whole 
expressed its condolences. 
Neil Le Milliere, neil_le_milliere@btinternet.com 
 
7 Treasurer’s Report 
7.1 Balances  
Current a/c 1311,50 
Deposit a/c 5082.05 
 
7.2 Membership and Sports Subs 
The 2015/16 Membership Fees of £5 are now due, please ensure these are paid promptly so 
that we do not have to chase them. Details and the Membership Application Form were 
circulated recently. If any club did not receive this please email the Secretary for a copy. 
 
Please also remember to send an electronic copy of the form to the Secretary so that both he 
and our Webmaster can use these to electronically update as necessary. 
 
7.2.2 Subs so far paid: Gillingham; Everton; Chester City; and Plymouth. The following 
clubs left payment at the meeting with the Chairman – Leicester City, Coventry City, Burnley, 
Brighton, Sunderland, Rangers and Blackpool. 
 
7.2.3This season’s Darts Fees have been agreed as £16 for the league and £12 for the cup 
so are now also due from those entering the relevant competitions. 
 
7.2.4 Subs paid: Gillingham. The following clubs left payment at the meeting with the 
Chairman – Burnley, Blackpool & Leicester. 
Nick Head, nickjh1480@hotmail.com 
 
8 Webmaster’s Report 
8.1 Neil Le Milliere told the meeting that Liz had updated forms and information on the 
website. Liz undertakes a lot of unseen work on the website and she deserves our thanks for 
this. Can clubs please review the information held about their club on the website and let Liz 
know as soon as possible if anything needs updating. 

mailto:kwells@gwc-accountants.co.uk
mailto:neil_le_milliere@btinternet.com
mailto:nickjh1480@hotmail.com
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Liz Cocks, elizabethcocks@sky.com 
 
9 Travel Secretary’s Report: 
9.1 Unfortunately no one from the Committee was able to take my place at the Rail Football 
Forum and although I then asked the general members it was too late for anyone to be able 
to attend – my thanks and apologies to Paul Welch who would have been able to go with a 
little more notice. 
 
As soon as I get any feedback from the meeting or draft minutes I will share them with you. 
Ian Todd (Sunderland) advised that Amanda from the FSF was not able to attend. Neil said 
that he understood that one item on the agenda was “ dry trains “. Tony Brown (WBA) asked 
how this could be policed – Neil Le Milliere replied that the Train Operating Companies were 
generally not in favour of this, if only that it was very difficult to enforce. As we all know, if 
anyone is setting out to cause trouble a couple of extra drinks on a train is not really going to 
make a great deal of difference.  
 
9.2 Dave Leitch sent me the following information that he had received. “There's a small 
chink of light at the end of the tunnel. The Football Supporters Federation have announced a 
scheme whereby fans can change their advance tickets for train travel without penalty if the 
match is moved by the television companies. Also, discounts are available on advance and 
group tickets. 
 
At present the scheme only applies to registered (with the Supporters Club) Toon Army and 
Mackem fans travelling on East Coast services, but crucially it also covers exiles going to 
home games. 
 
If this scheme is rolled out to other Virgin/Stagecoach franchises (West Coast, East 
Midlands, SWT) it may be something we can benefit from. Not sure if it would cover "last leg" 
travel (e.g. Lancaster - Barrow), but as these tickets are usually no more expensive on the 
day, this might not be a problem. 
 
It's certainly worth keeping an eye on. 
 
John” 
 
I had heard about this but as far as I know it is only a deal for these two premier clubs (and 
negotiated with the Premier League as actually a Premier League initiative) with it not being 
extended elsewhere as yet, if at all. There may have been more info at the RFF meeting but 
I’ve not heard anything yet. 
 
You can see the FSF news item from 15/7 here http://www.fsf.org.uk/latest-news/view/virgin-
trains-nufc-safc-away-fans 
 
Of course this is on “Virgin” East Coast who aren’t really Virgin at all, just a branding exercise 
which has caused so much confusion. Virgin only have 5% or 10% of the company but they 
wanted a known name/brand so got Virgin involved for that alone. The new TOC has 
absolutely nothing to do with Virgin West Coast. 
 
9.3 Ian Todd and Richie Cockton (both Sunderland) spoke of the forthcoming fixtures against 
Newcastle, which were coming under a banner of a “ Derby to be proud of “ campaign. 

mailto:elizabethcocks@sky.com
http://www.fsf.org.uk/latest-news/view/virgin-trains-nufc-safc-away-fans
http://www.fsf.org.uk/latest-news/view/virgin-trains-nufc-safc-away-fans
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Unfortunately it seems as if the ticketing system may be open to abuse, Sunderland are to “ 
test “ later in the season. Richie said that people are attaching themselves to groups and 
using non-valid membership numbers. It will have to be seen how this initiative pans out. 
 
9.4 Ian Wood (Burnley) advised that there was a new route to Burnley via Manchester. There 
were earlier trains and a good late one! 
 
9.5 Mile from Norwich City advised members to watch out for changes to times and delays 
on the line to Norwich due to engineering works.  
 
9.6 Martin Garrett (Coventry) mentioned the stupid kick-off time (due to TV) of Bournemouth 
v Manchester City (12.15) and the difficulty this would cause Manchester City fans planning 
on attending the game. 
Neil Le Milliere, neil_le_milliere@btinternet.com 
 
10 Sports & Social Secretaries Reports 
10.1 Pool 
10.1.1 No report received, but it was mentioned about the problem some teams have had in 
completing their fixtures on time. Kevin Wells (Chairman) said that it would be a good idea for 
the team captains to have a meeting to think about the organisation of the league. 
Cheers Steve steve_cole99@btinternet.com Mob 07772047273 
http://apfscilpool.leaguerepublic.com/l/fg/1_269910850.html;jsessionid=97FC9AEFF40
F0D85E101B9DCAE737FFE.clubsites1 
 
10.2 Football 
10.2.1 A report was read to the meeting. The committee were re-elected at the Football 
AGM. There is a possibility Romania FC may be joining the league. 
Terry Cecil, APFSCIL Football League Secretary 
Information etc can be found on the MITOO website as follows: 
http://football.mitoo.co/Noticeboard.cfm?countieslist=LondonMiddx&LeagueCode=AP
FS2013 
 
10.3 Darts 
10.3.1 Not too much to report, other than we held the AGM on 13 July. The following people 
were elected or re-elected to the committee;  Tina Robertson (Chair), Chris Turner 
(Secretary), Andre Maxwell (Trophies organiser), Chris Farthing (Competitions organiser), 
Division 1 rep: Rory Galloway (Sheffield Wednesday), Division 2 rep: Peter Reynolds 
(Blackpool), and Division 3 rep: Annand Wiffen (Newcastle United). 
 
10.3.2 It was agreed that subs would remain at £16 for the League and £12 for the Cup.  We 
don’t have any teams joining or dropping out of the league, but if any member clubs want to 
do a ‘Coventry’ and join the cup competition this season, please let me know.  
 
10.3.3 The slightly amended rules and the updated contact list are on the APFSCIL website 
(thanks Liz). My next task is to tackle the intricacies of the League Republic website to 
upload the fixtures for the coming season. 
 
10.3.4 The league will commence in late September 2015. 
Chris Turner Chris.Turner@communities.gsi.gov.uk  
http://apfscildarts.leaguerepublic.com/l/fg/1_661152872.html 

mailto:neil_le_milliere@btinternet.com
mailto:steve_cole99@btinternet.com
http://apfscilpool.leaguerepublic.com/l/fg/1_269910850.html;jsessionid=97FC9AEFF40F0D85E101B9DCAE737FFE.clubsites1
http://apfscilpool.leaguerepublic.com/l/fg/1_269910850.html;jsessionid=97FC9AEFF40F0D85E101B9DCAE737FFE.clubsites1
http://football.mitoo.co/Noticeboard.cfm?countieslist=LondonMiddx&LeagueCode=APFS2013
http://football.mitoo.co/Noticeboard.cfm?countieslist=LondonMiddx&LeagueCode=APFS2013
mailto:Chris.Turner@communities.gsi.gov.uk
http://apfscildarts.leaguerepublic.com/l/fg/1_661152872.html
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11 Social Secretary – Position Vacant 
11.1 The Great British Beer Festival takes place at Olympia again this August and it would be 
great to have a strong turnout of APFSCIL members in shirts to make an impact and perhaps 
give ourselves a little publicity. 
 
Therefore once again we are proposing as many members as possible turn up on Friday 
14/8 from say 14:00 onwards but of course any time would be good including those that need 
to come after work. One day entry is £8 for members and £10 for non-members in advance. 
 
You can see all about it at http://www.gbbf.org.uk/ 
 
I’m happy to take any questions or suggestions concerning this.[Neil, Secretary] 
 
11.2 Exeter City are once again running the “ Ralleye of the Innes“ comprising a quiz and a 
walk between visiting various pubs in London. Neil will email all clubs with details of this, 
places are limited, so please get in early if you are interested. It is to take place on 19th 
August 2015. 
Neil Le Milliere, Secretary 
 
11.2 Fantasy Football? 
Does anyone do or interested in fantasy football? Is there an appetite for APFSCIL members 
to be interested in a bit of friendly competition and have a go? 
 
For those that do there is the web-site www.fantasy.premierleague.com you will be aware 
you can set up private leagues and compete amongst yourselves 
 
For those not so knowledgeable this web-site is a fantasy football game whereby you 
compete in one huge league (usually millions of competitors) but you can set up min private 
leagues where friends and associates can compete amongst themselves 
 
Is there any interest from the group in this? 
 
The season starts Sat 8th August so entries MUST be in by this coming Saturday. For those 
interested I have set up a private league – Upon entering your team once logged in look for 
the opportunity to add a private league and enter this code: 
 
745685-316273 
 
Please cascade this to your members and let’s have some friendly banter for the coming 
season, even if some of us have no vested interest in the Premier League and prefer to 
languish in the lower reaches of the football pyramid 
 
Cheers, David Cross 
London & SE Stags – Mansfield Town FC, 0773 606 3350 
London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk 
 
12 Press and Publicity Secretary – Position Vacant 
12.1 Nothing to Report. 
 

http://www.gbbf.org.uk/
http://www.fantasy.premierleague.com/
mailto:London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk
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13 Any Other Business 
13.1 Date of Next Meeting 
The next General meeting will be on Monday 7/9, venue The Horseshoe. Unfortunately Neil 
le Milliere and David Cross will be apologies. 
 
13.2 Channel Five Football League Show 
Did anyone from our supporters groups get invited to represent to one of two days filming at 
Brighton & Hove Albion or Bushey for Channel Five’s new flagship football highlights 
package to be aired every Saturday evening at 2100 for one hour? 
 
If not, I did! I accepted Mansfield Town’s offer to represent the club at filming and as a result, 
providing I make the cut, I may make the opening and/or closing credits for the show to be 
aired every Saturday evening – Channel Five will also have highlights of Capital One Cup 
matches. 
 
It was an interesting experience to be involved in a full day of filming, to understand how 
filming and media companies work and operate and to also get behind the scenes access at 
The Amex Stadium 
 
Of the clubs represented I did ask around if they were in London, aware of APFSCIL etc – 
No-one was from the London area however they did say they would contact friends, 
colleagues etc that are that may result in an increase in membership in due course – No 
guarantees of course. 
 
If you would like to know more have a word with me or contact me per the details below. 
 
Don’t forget, tune into Channel Five at 9pm every Saturday evening (including International 
breaks whereby other FL clubs still play) WEF Sat 8th August for the program plus you may 
also see a familiar face…… 
 
There is an opportunity to part of the live TV audience - I think www.lostintv.com is the web-
site you can apply for tickets for 
 
Cheers, David Cross, London and SE Stags – Mansfield Town FC 
0773 606 3350, London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk 
 
NB I was asked to co-ordinate Exeter representation at these two filming days and managed 
to get local Exeter Supporters to both days. 
 
13.3 Policing once again interfering with football fixtures, plus poor fixture 
organisation/planning by the FA 
Something to bring to light to members, having no doubt experienced a ridiculous fixture 
allocation for the 15/16 season is something relating to Mansfield Town FC. 
 
When the FA issued the fixtures for the coming season Mansfield Town’s first game with 
local rivals Notts County was arranged for Sat 15th August at Meadow Lane. That’s fine, you 
say – However the FA arranged Nottingham Forest v Rotherham on the same day!!! 
 
As part of the fixture reorganisation County could not move theirs to Sunday as Notts Ladies 
play at Meadow Lane the day after and Nottingham Forest ‘refused’ to move their own game. 

http://www.lostintv.com/
mailto:London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk
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As a result the fixture has been moved on Police advice to the Friday night – Fri 14th Aug. On 
the face of it a sensible decision? 
 
OK: 

- A Friday night in Nottingham during the summer, a renowned location for weekend 
frivolity and where Police presence is usually high due to overzealous people drinking 
then getting into disorderly conduct  

- Football fans with a Friday night fixture will now have the opportunity to drink more 
than if the game were a weekend – Potential for disorderly conduct increased? 

- A Friday night game kicking off at 1945 will finish at 2130 - The last train to Mansfield 
leaves Nottingham at 2205 – East Midlands Trains run the service with no more than 
two carriages – Mansfield tend to take over 2,000 to this fixture. At the time of writing 
EMT have not confirmed consideration for either a later one-off service nor additional 
carriages 

- This will mean at 10pm and later Nottingham city centre will have an influx of 
hundreds etc of people moving into town and that added influx will have a severely 
limited public transport network to manage adding extra pressure to the likes of 
Policing services 

 
All this at a time where the Police are now being criticised for the costs they are passing on 
and charging football clubs to service football matches 
 
Solutions? 
 

- Why did the FA arrange fixtures like this, causing this issue? 
- Why did the FA, authorities etc not allow, for instance for the clubs to switch the fixture 

and thus hold this fixture at Mansfield instead? 
- Why are EMT seemingly not considering additional services or carriages? 

 
David Cross, London & SE Stags – Mansfield Town FC 
0773 606 3350, London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk 
 
NB As an aside this fixture rearrangement sadly means Mansfield fans will be unable to 
attend the proposed Friday visit to the CAMRA Great British Beer Festival  
Steve Moon (Nottingham Forest) thought this situation may have occurred before, the 
change was down to the fact that Trent Bridge was hosting a Test Match prior to the 
weekend in question, and neither Nottingham team were allowed to play at home that 
particular weekend. 
 
Meeting Closed: 20.40 

mailto:London_se_stags@hotmail.co.uk

