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THE ASSOCIATION OF PROVINCIAL FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS’ CLUBS 
IN LONDON [www.apfscil.org.uk] 

 
50TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026 AT 20:00 
At The HORSESHOE, 24 Clerkenwell Close, EC1R 0AG, T020 7253 6068 

P = Present   X = Absent   A = Apologies 

P Aberdeen A Heart of Midlothian P Plymouth Argyle 

P Barrow P Hereford P Rangers 

P Blackpool P Hull City P Rotherham 

X Bolton Wanderers X Ipswich GL P Scunthorpe United 

P Brighton & Hove Albion P Leicester City P Sheffield Wednesday 

P Burnley P London Scottish X Southampton 

P Chester P Manchester City P Sunderland 

A Coventry City A Mansfield Town P West Bromwich Albion 

A Derby County A Middlesbrough   

A Everton A Newcastle United A President 

P Exeter City P Norwich City A Webmaster 

P FCUM P Nottingham Forest A Pool Secretary 

A Gillingham     

      

      

 
The total number of clubs represented was twenty-one, an increase of two from 
last year’s total. 
 

Top Table: Kevin Wells, Chairman (Leicester); Neil Le Milliere, Secretary 
(Exeter); Roger Pyne, Minutes Secretary (Exeter) and Jon Goddard, Social 
Secretary (Norwich). In attendance Phil Arnold, Treasurer (Leicester). 
 
Meeting Opened: 20.05 
 
Opening Remarks: The meeting was well attended and the Chairman thanks 
those present for coming along. 
 
1. Apologies For Absence 
1.1 Chester/Rick Goby; Coventry/Martin Garrett; Derby/Fred Motson; 
Everton/Nick Brennan; Gillingham/Andrew Plummer; Hearts/Ian Manzie; 
Mansfield/Dave Cross; Middlesbrough/Eve Hurst; Newcastle/Kieron Fox (Pool 
Sec); Sheffield Wednesday/Ian Colley; and Nottingham Forest/Ian Barber. 
 
1.2 Twenty-six people attended with twenty-one Clubs represented. 
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2: Minutes of 49th Annual General Meeting 
2.1The Secretary apologised as these minute were only circulated the previous 
week after a misunderstanding. No amendments had been received prior to the 
meeting. 
 
2.2 There were no amendments at the meeting, then we need to formally 
approve them. 
 
2.3 The minutes were formally approved by the meeting. 
 
3: Matters Arising 
3.1 There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda raised 
prior to the meeting. 
 
4: Chairman’s Report - Kevin Wells (Leicester) 
4.1 The Chairman thanks his fellow committee members for all their hard work in 
the last year. 
 
5: Secretary’s Report - Neil Le Milliere (Exeter City) 
5.1 t’s been a busy year in a lot of ways starting off with the arrangements for the 
50th Anniversary pin badge after its purchase was authorised at last year’s AGM. 
I still have plenty to sell for you to sell on so please see me at the meeting if 
you’d like some at £4 a badge. 
 
It was held on Monday 7 July at the Southwark Brewery and sixty-four people 
attended, many of whom caught up with old friends from other member clubs. 
 
All attendees were given a free commemorative pin badge plus their first drink for 
free. Later in the evening free pizza was also provided. 
 
Many of those who attended contacted us afterwards to thank us and 
congratulate us on an excellent and successful evening.  
 
5.2 I’ve continued to circulate any information that I come across that I think will 
be useful to Member Clubs as well as the regular information that I receive from 
the FSA and SDE. 
 
5.3 With regard to membership we have lost one member this year when in 
August Manchester United were suspended for repeated non-attendance, failure 
to pay Membership Subs, and failure to play any of their Darts League matches. 
Nothing was heard in response, so they were subsequently removed from the list 
of Members. 
 
5.4 I continue to receive requests and emails asking for help with different 
subjects and to publicise others which were all dealt with. I also get requests 
from members to be put in touch with other members. 
 
5.5 As ever we lost member clubs representatives during the year and my thanks 
you to those that have let us know and passed messages back. It is of course a 
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consequence of our average age and the fact that we have reached our 50 th 
anniversary, time marches on. 
 
This past year, we remember Nick Head, Southampton and our former Treasurer 
for many years. 
 
5.6 Strikes have again caused us issues with meeting over the year but 
thankfully not so many issues as last year. We’ve had mostly good attendances 
but did have one meeting where we were not quorate and so that meeting had to 
be recorded as an informal meeting. 
 
5.7 We also suffered a few hacking/phishing events where member 
representatives had had their email addresses hacked. Don’t forget if you ever 
get an unexpected email from a fellow member asking for your help and saying 
they can’t talk to you in person currently its almost certainly a fake. Always 
attempt to get in contact with the person by another method or contact myself to 
check if an email is genuine. 
 
6: Treasurer’s Report - Phil Arnold (Leicester) 
(This report covers the period from 1/4/125 to 31/3/26.) 
6.1 2025/26 All Membership and Pool Subs have been paid. 
  
6.2 2025/26 Darts Subs: The clubs still to pay their Darts Subs for the year 
are:  Manchester City, Newcastle United and Plymouth Argyle.  Plymouth Argyle 
have a credit of £12 brought forward from 2024/25. 
 
6.3 Would the clubs whose Darts Subs are still outstanding please give me cash 
or a cheque at the AGM or at the August meeting.  Alternatively, please make a 
Bank Transfer. 
  
The Account name is: Association of Provincial Football Supporters Clubs in 
London 
Sort code: 09-01-55 
Bank: Santander 
Current account: 98095705 
Please put the reference as: Name of club and details of sub paid "eg 
ECFCDarts25-26" 
  
6.4 My inclination is to retain the Membership Fee at £5 per club for the coming 
year, subject to approval at this AGM – see 6.7 
  
This is to increase the current cash reserves which have been depleted by the 
usual expenditure of the cost of the Christmas meeting buffet and the subsidy of 
the tickets for the 2025 Non-League Finals Day and also the cost of badges, food 
and drink at the 50th Anniversary Celebration Event which took place on Monday, 
7th July 2025 at the Southwark Brewery.  There was no buffet after the 2025 AGM 
as that meeting was closely followed by the 50th Anniversary Celebration Event. 
 
A membership form will be circulated after the meeting. 
  
6.5 The Non-League Finals Day 2025 took place on Sunday, 11th May 2025 with 
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36 people attending. 
 
The cost of an adult ticket was £30 which APFSCIL subsided down to £20, with 
£10 per ticket for Concessions.  The final cost to APFSCIL being £210, subsidy of 
adult tickets, £10 in respect of an adult ticket that should have been a concession, 
and a £1.50 print at home charge, making a total of £221.50. 
 
6.6 The APFSCIL accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026 were presented 
at the meeting and were approved by the meeting. 
 
6.7 A discussion was held regarding the amount to be charged for membership. 
Following some debate, it was agreed to keep the basic subscription at £5. Sports 
fees obviously are paid on top of this. 
 
7: Travel Secretary’s Report – Neil Le Milliere (Exeter) 
7.1 Members may remember some promising discussions with Gary Steele from 
the Rail Delivery Group who told us he’d “had a meeting with the DFT and senior 
managers forming the new Great British Railway GBR and they gave me a 
commitment to look at delivering both, as it fits in with their own desire for greater 
sustainability. Forming the new GBR has begun and should be in place in 2027, 
ahead of Euro 28, which the Government is keen on delivering the greenest 
tournament possible.” 
 
I’ve heard nothing further from him but presume this is now progressing as the 
taking back into public ownership of TOCs is continuing at pace but I will follow 
this up IDC. 
 
7.2 Over the season members shared various useful travel information that they 
had gleaned from their own travel, or they were aware of affecting travel to their 
own clubs’ games. 
 
7.3 I shared details of various closures over holiday periods that would 
particularly affect us as travellers for matches at those times. I also shared a few 
tips for cheaper travel for travelling north or west out of London from my own 
experience in organising travel for Exeter supporters. These tips may involve 
longer journeys, in respect of time taken, but do make travel more affordable and 
practical.  
 
7.4 One of the discussions I had with one or two clubs was to confirm that Group 
fares are no longer a cheap option as they are based on standard fares and in 
most cases are more expensive than advance fares or fares bought with 
railcards as railcards don’t normally apply to Group fares. 
 
7.5 We also warned members to be very careful with Contactless fares as in 
most cases you will be charged for standard fares rather than fares with a 
railcard or any advance fares that may be available and you therefore end up 
paying more for your journey than you should. 
 
7.6 Lastly members were warned to watch out for not being offered a London 
Boundary fare where you entitled to a cheaper ticket as you already have a ticket 
covering that part of the journey. 
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In most cases these fares can only be bought at a ticket window or from some 
ticket machines at station but there are also machines that don’t have them, EMR 
ones for example, and finding them on machines that do is not always 
straightforward. 
 
In a lot of cases TOCs have cheaper fares from terminus stations than they do 
from Boundary stations so that it can work out cheaper to buy tickets from those 
stations. 
 
8: Sports & Social Secretaries Reports 
8.1 Social Report Jon Goddard (Norwich) 
8.1.1 Another year in the role and it goes so quicky now. The APFSCIL fantasy 
football league was won by Kirsty of Brighton just pipping Tony, many 
congratulations. Yours truly did finish in a champions’ league place in 4th. 
 
8.1.2 The quiz team goes from strength to strength. However, due to a mix-up on 
the pub booking, the last quiz of the season was cancelled, and instead an 
informal one is taking place this coming Thursday, tube strike permitting – an 
informal due to a few teams not being able to make the new date. Thank you to 
all our team members and hopefully we can continue our successes next season 
but would welcome any new recruits. 
 
8.1.3 Again we went along to the non-league finals day but alas we were not all 
sitting together this time due to booking issues at Wembley. Thanks go to Neil for 
his efforts and for the committee agreeing the £10 contribution towards adult 
tickets. It does seem that the many empty seats in the neutral were due to 
Southend supporters block booking tickets but not using them. 
 
8.2 Darts Report Richie Cockton (Sunderland) 
8.2.1 The 2024/5 season was finally completed with Nottingham Forest winning 
Division 1 with Sunderland runners up and Scunthorpe United winning Division 2 
with Blackpool as runners up. 
  
8.2.2 The 2023/4 Cup Final was also eventually played with Nottingham Forest 
defeating Sunderland. In view of the delay in completing the 2023/4 Cup 
competition, there was no 2024/5 Cup competition. 
  
8.2.3 The Darts League Annual General Meeting was held in August at which it 
was agreed to have three divisions of six, five and five teams with teams playing 
each other home and away. A play-off was arranged between Blackpool and 
Exeter City to determine who would play in Division 2 and who would play in 
Division 3. It was won by Blackpool. 
 
Chris Turner stood down as Secretary at that meeting. This position was not 
directly filled with Richie Cockton taking over as APFSCIL representative; Phil 
Cordingley given responsibility for League fixtures and results; and Ian Barber 
given responsibility for cup and individual competitions. 
 
That meeting expressed its thanks to Chris for all the hard work he has put in 
over the last few seasons. 
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8.2.4 There are still a few games to be played in the League with Newcastle 
United A, Chester City and Gillingham currently leading Divisions 1,2 and 3 
respectively. A deadline of the end of June has been set for completion of 
fixtures. There has been no Cup or Individual competition to date. 
  
8.2.5 Full details can be found on the APFSCIL Darts League website - 
https://apfscildarts.leaguerepublic.com 
  
8.2.6 And finally we should give thanks to Chris Turner for all his years looking 
after APFSCIL darts competitions. 
 
8.3 Pool Report Kieron Fox (Newcastle) 
8.4.1 The pool league got off to a slower start with the league starting in 
November, with December always a struggle for fixtures. Since then, good 
progress has been made, and most teams now just have 2-3 games left. The 
league will likely finish in July, with the summer Cup starting soon after. Then the 
league will hopefully return to a normal schedule with breaks between Summer 
Cup and the league season.  
 
8.4.2 Newcastle are currently top with 2 games to go, Hull not too far behind in 
second and Southampton in third. The fixtures have been relatively smooth going 
with the three-week window framework working well. 
 
8.4.3 AGM for the pool league will happen before the final of the summer Cup.  
 
8.4.4 Thank you to all teams who've taken part. 
 
9: Webmaster’s Report – Liz Cocks (Blackpool) 
9.1 While the website has been updated as much as is available it does require 
the information to be sent through by others so thank you to those who have sent 
updates and reminders of items for change. 
 
9.2 The email system is up to date as well with quite a few changes over the 
year. 
 
10: Press and Publicity Report (Vacant) 
10.1 No report and the position had remained vacant. 
 
11: Election of Officers 
11.1 As is the norm, there are several positions that need filling and the remaining 
committee members could really do with some additional help so please consider 
stepping up – it would be nice if we had some new blood even if it was only to work 
alongside your current officers. 
 
Almost all these Officers have held their posts for numerous years, and it would be 
good for them, and for the organisation, if they had some back-up or replacements 
so please consider this as none of the jobs are overly onerous. 
 
Elected Positions Current Occupants (all willing to stand 

again if no one else comes forward) 
Chairman     Kevin Wells, Leicester City 

https://apfscildarts.leaguerepublic.com/


 7 

Vice Chairman    Vacant 
Secretary     Neil Le Milliere, Exeter 
Treasurer     Phil Arnold, Leicester 
Travel Secretary    Neil Le Milliere, Exeter 
Press & Publicity Secretary  Vacant 
Social Secretary    Jon Goddard, Norwich 
Minutes Secretary    Roger Pyne, Exeter 
 
Appointed Positions 
Webmaster*     Liz Cocks, Blackpool 
Darts Secretary    Chris Turner, Rotherham 
Pool Secretary    Kieron Fox, Newcastle 
 
*Liz has said that, like the Elected officers, she is of course happy to stand aside 
if anyone else would like to take the job of Webmaster on. 
 
As there were no expression of interest in the Webmaster position Liz will 
continue. The Chairman expressed his thanks to Liz, as she is juggling many 
hats currently. 
 
As noted at 8.2.3, Chris Turner has stood down as Darts Secretary with his 
position to be filled jointly by Richie Cockton, Phil Cordingley and Ian Barber. 
 
That aside all positions for the new season are as above. 
 
12: Supporter and Newsletter of the Year Awards - Neil Le Milliere, 
Secretary 
12.1 I believe we have had two entries for Supporter of the Year but will confirm 
this, after the end of the meeting. 
 
12.2 We have had five nominations for Newsletter of the Year so far, pending 
any more submitted at this meeting. 
 
The nominations received are from Barrow, Coventry, Derby, Sunderland, and 
West Bromwich Albion. 
 
13: Date of Next Monthly General Meeting 
The date for this meeting is Monday 3 August after the normal month break in 
July. 
 
14: Motions 
14.1 No resolutions were received prior to the meeting, and none were proposed 
by the Committee. 
 
However, with the changes we have undergone over the last few years it may be 
time to have a critical look at our rules to see if they are still fit for purpose. 
 
15. Attendance at Meetings 
15.1 We will do a summary of attendances at our meetings from the last meeting 
until the AGM IDC. 
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16. AOB 
16.1 Neil le Milliere mentioned he had received an expression of interest from 
Sao Paulo about joining APFSCIL. As they fulfil the criteria of being a club 
supporting a team based outside the capital Neil will keep in touch with them to 
see where it takes us. 
 
16.2 Neil Le Milliere then mentioned the Brewery at Southwark, where we held 
out 50th anniversary celebration evening, is the venue for most of APFSCIL pool 
matches. It is no secret that businesses such as theirs are struggling in the 
present economic climate and the pool table now needs recovering, the cost of 
which is likely to be in the region of £500. Neil asked if APFSCIL would match 
fund monies raise from the teams to pay for it. This was put to a vote at the 
meeting and was passed. Neil will now take the project forward. 
 
17. Meeting Closed:  
The meeting closed at 20.56. 


